
1 John 4:7-21



I. God is Love vv. 7-8.

7 Beloved, let us love one another, 
for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God AND 
knows God. 8 Anyone who does not 
love does not know God, because 
God is love.



I. God is Love vv. 7-8

A. Christians are exhorted to Love One Another because we know God & 
are born again through faith in His Son Jesus (1 John 3:23-24).

B. Christian’s who don’t love others will often doubt their salvation 
because their lack of love shows they haven’t grown close to God    
(1 John 4:16-18).



1 John 4:16-18

16 So we have come to know AND to believe the love that God has 
for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and 
God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we 
may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so 
also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect 

love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not been perfected in love.



II. God Showed His Love for Us by Sending His Son 
to Save Us vv. 9-10.

9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 
his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In 
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

Propitiation=ATONEMENT.



III. God’s Love for Us Compels Us to Love Others v. 11.

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

a. God so loved us that He GAVE His only begotten Son so that 
whosoever believes in Him would not perish but have everlasting 
life (John 3:16).

b. What we are called to do IS to love one another even if they are 
sometimes unlovable. (Rom. 5:8).



IV. We Are called to love one 
Another the way God loves us. 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7.

4 Love is patient and kind; LOVE 
does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant 5 or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; 



IV. We Are called to love one 
Another the way God loves us. 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7.

6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love 
bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.



IV. We Are called to love one 
Another the way God loves us 
(Agape/Agap0).

A. Agapao—The quality of warm regard 
for and interest in another. Esteem, 
affection, regard.

B. Agape— A common meal eaten by 
early Christians in connection with 
their worship, for the purpose of 
fostering and expressing mutual 
affection and concern. 
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