


Matthew 1:18-25

18 Now the birth of Jesus
Christ took place In this
way. When his mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph,

before they came together
she was found to be with
child from the Holy
Spirit. ¥ And her husband
Joseph, being a just man &
unwilling to put her to shame, S
resolved to divorce her quietly. =




Matthew 1:18-25

20 But as he considered these
things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared tohimina
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary Bom
as your wife, for that which is Q o
conceived in her is from the g
Holy Spirit. 2t She will beara ‘
son, and you shall call His name 5

Jesus, for He will save his
people from their sins.”



Matthew 1:18-25

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken
by the prophet:

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel’(which means,
God with us).



|. The Holy Spirit 1s.at Work-Among-us Today

~Jesus sent the Holy Spirit. The:Holy Spirit Wwould convict the
world about sin, righteousness & salvation (Jehn 44-17)

. Jesus explained that the HolysSpirit empowers the €hurch to

bear witness to Him' (Acts 1:8).

. The Holy Spirit gives us Spiritual gifts so that we can serve
God & people (1 Cor: 12; Eph. 4:7-16).

. The Holy Spirit enables us to be transformed by producing the
fruit of the Spirit Iin us (Gal. 5:22-23).




|. The Holy Spirit 1s at Work Among us Today

Rom. 8:9-11 You, however, are not In the flesh but in the Spirit,
If in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of .Christ does not belong to Him. 1° But if Christ
IS In you, although the body Is dead because of sin; the Spirit Is
life because of righteousness. * If the Spirit of Him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through His Spirit who dwells In you.

* The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ dwelling in every believer.
By the Holy Spirit dwelling in us we know Immanuel personally!



Il. The Holy Spirit Works i the Lives of Real
People with Real Problems vv. 18-19.

A Joseph took-Mary’s pregnancy as any normal man
would. He did not believe her story!

B. The Bible shows us examples of a holy God working In
the events & people of history.

C. Immanuel is active in the lives of people like us.




[11. " The Holy Spirit works through real people
with real problems vv. 20-21.

A. A lot of times people struggle to believe what God Is up to
because He usually does things in ways that are different

than we expect.

B. | bet Joseph still struggled with fear & doubt. God works
through real people with real problems including those with
fear & doubt.

C. To be saved requires accepting that you are a sinner and
trusting In Jesus as your savior.




I\, The Holy Spirit Worked through the Pens of
Real people with Real Problems v. 22-23.

A. Thewvirgin conception & birth of Jesus was prophesied
In Isaiah 7:14, 700 years before it happened.

B. Many people probably gave up hope that God would
come through on this prophecy.

C. Because the Bible is a work of the Holy Spirit, you can
trust it to tell the truth.
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